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Prerequisiti There are no formal prerequisites for this class. The class is designed
so as to be accessible to students with no background in either
philosophy or logic. A mild familiarity with basic logic, however, while not
necessary, can be helpful.

Obiettivi formativi After taking this course, the student should be able to identify and
analyse some key problems in epistemology, (in)formal logic and
philosophy of science, and to develop basic skills of philosophical
analysis and argumentation.

Programma e contenuti The course is ideally comprised of three — strongly connected — parts.

An introduction to epistemology, viewed as the theory of knowledge and
cognate notions such as justification and evidence. Some basic
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problems concerning knowledge gained through reasoning and its
relations with scientific methodology will also be discussed.

A brief overview of the essential questions concerning formal and
informal reasoning, to the extent that they are required in the topics in
epistemology and philosophy of science to be dealt with during the
course [NB: Such and related issues will then be further explored in the
associated PCL.: Critical Thinking: from Logical Fallacies to Correct
Reasoning (Instructor: Maria Paola Sforza Fogliani)]

An introduction to the main problems in the philosophy of science.
These include the demarcation problem — how to distinguish between
science and non-science —, the nature of scientific explanations, and the
guestion of scientific revolutions. Some philosophical problems raised
by ‘special sciences’ such as biology and (neuro)cognitive science will
also be considered.

Frontal lectures will be accompanied by group discussions and class
exercises.

Pritchard, D. 2006. What is this thing called knowledge?, Routledge.

Okasha, S. 2016. Philosophy of Science, Oxford University Press, (2nd
Edition).

Ladyman, J. 2014. Understanding Philosophy of Science, Routledge,

Bowell, T. & Kemp, G. 2015. Critical Thinking. A Concise Guide,
Routledge.

Selected papers on the issues dealt with and/or instructors’ lecture
slides

Written and oral exams

Lecture slides will be downloadable from the dedicated website.
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